GGML participates in Covid-19 special awareness
training program for Geita journalists
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Wilson Shimo, Geita District Commissioner.

n the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, journalists have the difficult task of gathering
and disseminating accurate information. To this end, the Geita Regional Commissioner’s
Office invited around 60 journalists and media professionals to a COVID-19 awarenessraising workshop. The introduction of this special Covid-19 special awareness training
programme aims to put a stop to misinformation about the alleged dangers of vaccination.
The workshop was opened on behalf of the Geita Regional Commissioner by Wilson
Shimo, who urged media participants to provide accurate information about the COVID-19
pandemic and the vaccine in their reports.
“There has been a lot of misinformation about vaccines. It is high time that we correct
this through you (the media). I am optimistic that after this workshop, you will be able to
reassure the people of Geita of the safety of the vaccines administered by the Tanzanian
government,” said Wilson Shimo.
Also present was GGML’s Vice President of Sustainability Simon Shayo, who briefed
the audience on the measures GGML has taken since the pandemic outbreak to ensure
the safety of its employees, including simple measures such as switching to cashless
payments to limit contact transmission.
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The company has set up hand washing stations throughout the mine where employees,
contractors and visitors are required to wash and sanitize their hands thoroughly as regularly
as possible. All persons entering the mine site are checked for body temperature. We have
also given some employees the opportunity to work from home,” said Simon Shayo

Simon Shayo, Vice President of Sustainability - GGML.

He also mentioned that when the pandemic was confirmed in the country early last year,
GGML committed a total of TZS 1.6 billion to support the government of Tanzania in its
efforts to contain the pandemic.
“Journalists have immense power to educate or mislead. We are confident that you will be
at the forefront of the fight against COVID-19 in Geita,” explained Simon Shayo.
On the other hand, Jimmy Charles Mtabwa representing the Geita Regional Medical Officer
praised the journalists for their participation in the training and Geita Gold Mining Limited
for their support to the government in the fight against COVID-19.
“We believe that through your respective media houses,you will be great ambassadors of
this message to your viewers and listeners. I would be remiss if I did not thank Geita Gold
Mining Limited for funding this awareness program,” said Jimmy Charles Mtabwa.
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Jimmy Charles Mtabwa, Health Officer - Geita Regional Medical Office.

A journalist from a local radio station, Rubondo FM, and the secretary of Geita Press Club,
Novatus Lyaruu, said, “I am grateful to the Geita Regional Commissioner’s Office and Geita
Gold Mining Limited for coordinating and funding this training workshop. The timing of
this training could not be more appropriate as it coincides with the recent launch of the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine in Tanzania. As journalists, we are the mouthpiece, the ears
and the eyes of the community. This training will help me to better inform our audience
on how they can protect themselves and their families from infection. Personally, I have
already been vaccinated and will continue to advise others to get vaccinated.”

Novatus Lyaruu, Rubondo FM Journalist and Secretary General of the Geita Press Clubs.
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