The New Executive Secretary of the Tanzania
Chamber of Mines visits GGML

Engineer Benjamin Mchwampaka (left) surveys the Nyankanga open pit, which closed in 2019.

On 8 March 2022, Geita Gold Mining Limited (GGML) was honoured to receive an official visit from the
new Executive Secretary of the Tanzania Chamber of Mines, Eng. Benjamin J. Mchwampaka, who paid a
one-day official visit to learn about the development of mining activities, particularly the new underground
portals at Star and Comet, Nyankanga and Geita Hill.
The visit also provided Eng Mchwampaka with an opportunity to discuss his thoughts on the new open pit
at Nyamulilima, and to learn from GGML what succession planning will look like when the open pit reaches
the end of its life.
“I used to work here in the 2000s, but my visit today completely surprised me. Back then, there was only
one pit, the Nyankanga open pit at Geita Gold Mine. I’m surprised and impressed that the Nyankanga
open pit has been completely depleted, and that new underground portals have been developed,”Eng
Mchwampaka stated.
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The new Executive Secretary was also interested in how GGML works closely with the local authorities of
Geita to implement a number of strategic projects, and acknowledged that AngloGold Ashanti is a highly
respected mining company globally because it respects the communities in which it operates. This praise
is well received, but AngloGold Ashanti’s values ensure that GGML’s social responsibility projects are
focused on sustainability, with the aim of leaving a positive, lasting legacy.
The former National Environment Management Council (NEMC) senior official also commented on the
decommissioning plans for the open pit and underground mines, and called on GGML and the government
to sit down and agree on the best decommissioning methods.
“It might be difficult to backfill a large open pit mine like Nyankanga without any problem, unless you
were to remove another hill somewhere and backfill in Nyankanga. Tanzania has no more than 25 years
of experience in mining. We can take advantage of the experience of other countries with a long mining
history and successful decommissioning plans,” he recommended.

Engineer Benjamin Mchwampaka (left) gets details of GGML’s Corporate Social Responsibility projects from Moses
Rusasa (right), acting Manager for Community Affairs. Tanzania Chamber of Mines Manager for Communications Majani
Moremi (centre) looks on.
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