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AGA CEO Alberto Calderon visits Geita Mine: Be proud 
of your achievements so far, but remember the battle 
on safety can never be won

“Keep up the good work” was a recurring phrase from 
CEO Alberto Calderon as he was introduced to various 
employees at Geita Gold Mine during his inaugural visit 
to an AngloGold Ashanti African operation. After paying 
a courtesy call on the Head of State, H.E. Samia Suluhu 
Hassan in the morning, Mr Calderon uttered the phrase 
for the first time at the staff dinner on 23rd May, when he 
described his first impressions of his visit to the country, 
the mine and its operations.    
 
Mr Calderon described Geita Gold Mine as a highly 
valued asset by its employees and well run in every 
respect. “The best performing mines are usually under 
control. People value the place and take care of it,” he 
said. He stressed that safety was critical and that costs 
had to be kept under control while finding new ways 
to minimise expenditure. “We are starting to regain our 
credibility in the market and what we do from now on will 
have a huge impact on the millions of pensioners who 
have entrusted us with their money,” he said, referring 
to his famous analogy of an old woman whose savings 

depend on the performance of AGA in the financial 
markets. Responding to a question on diversity and 
inclusion, Alberto referred to a commitment he had made 
to the President, whom he had met before arriving at 
Geita, to ensure that the number of women in leadership 
positions at Geita Gold Mine would increase annually to 
empower them. “A more diverse company is a stronger 
company,” he acknowledged.

Shortly after landing at the Mchauru airstrip at noon, 
Mr Alberto Calderon, accompanied by the Senior Vice 
President (Sustainability) of AGA, Amb. Baso Sangqu, 
the Senior Vice President (Tanzania and Ghana), Richard 
Jordinson, and the Vice President (Sustainability), 
Tanzania and Ghana, Simon Shayo, was given a warm 
welcome by the mine’s senior management, led by 
Ag. General Manager Wayne Louw, for a short briefing 
on the site’s health protocols before departing for a 
comprehensive tour of the Process Plant and then to 
the Nyankanga Viewpoint.

AngloGold Ashanti CEO Alberto Calderon addresses some of the staff at Star & Comet during
his first visit to Geita Gold Mine.
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Ag. General Manager Wayne Louw greets AngloGold Ashanti CEO Alberto Calderon as he is introduced by Senior Vice 
President (Tanzania and Ghana), Richard Jordinson as Dr. Kiva Mvungi (far left), Senior Manager for Health, Safety, 

Environment and Training at GGML, and Suleiman Machira, GGML’s Senior Manager Security look on.

GGML’s Senior Specialist (Metallurgy), Zulu Nkanyiso takes CEO Alberto Calderon on a tour of the Process Plant, 
accompanied by Geita Gold Mining Limited’s management team.
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CEO Alberto Calderon at Nyankanga Viewpoint with AGA Vice President (Sustainability), Tanzania and Ghana, Simon 
Shayo (far left), AGA Senior Vice President (Sustainability), Amb. Baso Sangqu (second from left).

CEO Alberto Calderon (right) with Elder Damon, Senior Manager Geology (left) and Mutereko Muganda, Senior Manager 
Underground Mining (centre), underground at Star & Comet.
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CEO Alberto Calderon (centre) poses for a group photograph at Nyamulilima.

CEO Alberto Calderon poses for a group photo at Mchauru village as he concludes his visit.

On the second day of his visit, Mr Calderon visited 
Star and Comet, Nyamulilima and the underground 
operations, where he received a safety briefing after 
being welcomed by the senior management team. After 
a brief tour underground, Mr Calderon took time to 
address some staff, commending them for adhering to 
safety practises in their daily work and urging them not 
to become complacent. 

“In some operations, safety is seen as something you 
can just tick off a box. You should prioritise it (safety) in 
everything you do and think about it every single minute 
of your day. I would like to congratulate you on this, 
but I would also like to insist on something that I have 
experienced before: you can never win the battle against 
safety, and when you think you have won it, then you will 
have an issue. I experienced this once in Sweden, where 
everything was perfect and fine. But then they became 
complacent and failed. I had to visit the mother of the 
person who died, and I never want to do that again,” he 
explained.  

He added: “Keep putting in the effort, because for me I 
see it’s a never-ending battle, and there’s nothing more 
important than keeping all of us safe.”   
   
Mr Calderon summed up his visit as “fascinating and 
useful” and even revealed that he is already thinking 
about how best to apply the safety procedures at the 
Geita Gold Mine to other AngloGold Ashanti operations. 
At the end of his visit, Mr Calderon again appealed: “Keep 
up the good work!” and also expressed his gratitude: 
“Thank you for teaching me the good practices.”

For most of the staff, the visit was inspiring and enabled 
them to understand that the changes in the group’s 
global operations are for the good of the company - a 
journey they are all embarking on with renewed vigour 
and spirit.
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