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George Simbachawene To Flag Off GGM Kili Challenge 2022

On 5th July 2022, in Moshi. Kilimanjaro Regional 
Commissioner Steven Kagaigai confirmed to the 

assembled press the launch date for the 2022 GGM 
Kilimanjaro Challenge Trust Against HIV and AIDS, 
which will take place on 14th July 2022 at Weruweru 
River Lodge Hotel in Hai District. The Minister of State 
in the Prime Minister’s Office (Policy, Parliamentary and 
Coordination), George Simbachawene, is expected to 
be the official guest.

Steven Kagaigai, Kilimanjaro Regional Commissioner, in 
his opening remarks said, “The main activity of the day is 
to raise funds for stakeholders who will be attending the 
event, including communities at risk of HIV infection and 
reducing the impact of AIDS.

The next day, 15th July 2022, the official “Flag Off” for 
the climbers and cyclists will be held at the Machame 
Gate of Kilimanjaro National Park (KINAPA) in Hai District 
Council.

On the origins of the GGM Kili Challenge, the Kilimanjaro 
Regional Commissioner said the annual event officially 
started in 2002 and that this is a continuation of 
fundraising for the HIV and AIDS response in the country, 
in parallel with providing tourism opportunities on Mount 
Kilimanjaro.

“On July 21st, 2022 there will be a reception for climbers 
and cyclists, whereby the latter (cyclists), who peddled 
around Mount Kilimanjaro at Mweka Gate, Moshi 
District Council whereby the Official Guest is expected 
to be George Simbachawene Minister of State, Prime 
Minister’s Office (Policy, Parliament and Coordination), “ 
Steven Kagaigai said.

The Kilimanjaro Regional Commissioner said during the 
seven days of the mountain trekking and cycling, various 
services will be provided to the people at the Machame 
and Mweka Gates. These services include HIV education 
and testing, COVID-19 education and vaccination as well 
as blood donation.

“I therefore urge all citizens to come forward and receive 
these services which will be provided free of charge.Also, 
the various stakeholders present within and outside our 
region, companies, businesses and the general public 
in and out of our region are invited to show up in large 
numbers at these important events.Come out in large 
numbers to get tested and know your health while 
vaccinating the COVID-19 vaccine at the Machame and 
Mweka gates from 15th July 2022,” concluded Steven 
Kagaigai.

Kilimanjaro Regional Commissioner Steven Kagaigai (left) accompanied by TACAIDS Executive Director, Dr Leonard Maboko (right) 
disclosing details of the 2022 GGM Kilimanjaro Challenge Trust Against HIV and AIDS to the assembled press.
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Furthermore, GGML’s Senior Manager for Partnerships, 
Manace Ndoroma, stated that the route that will be 
used in this Mount Kilimanjaro climbing event is the 
most challenging “Machame Route,” which has been 
specifically proposed to show how challenging the fight 
against HIV and AIDS is.

“But also, through this event we will increase the tourism 
potential of Mount Kilimanjaro for local, African and 
global tourists,” he said.

He said this year they have continued the fight against 
HIV and AIDS, so GGM in partnership with TACAIDS 
hopes to launch a mountain climbing campaign from 
July 15th to July 21th this year.

“We warmly invite our stakeholders and various 
companies to contribute and participate in this 
campaign,” said Mr. Ndoroma.

In addition, he thanked the Government of Tanzania for 
its support and cooperation with TACAIDS in the Kili 
Challenge campaign since its inception in 2002.

The GGM Kili Challenge has made great strides since 
its inception in 2002 to become an international fund, 
comprising more than 700 climbers and cyclists from 6 
continents and more than 20 countries.

Dr Leonard Maboko, Executive Director of TACAIDS, 
added. “Through the GGM Kilimanjaro Challenge, 
various institutions have received funding to implement 
HIV and AIDS interventions in the country. For example, 
the Kilimanjaro Challenge Fund provided TZS 800 million 
in cash to 20 non-governmental organisations in 2020.”

These organisations have implemented various projects 
targeted at young people, people living with HIV, 
orphans and the vulnerable. More than 1,000 people 
have benefited from the funding.

Triumphant GGM Kilimanjaro Challenge Trust Against HIV/AIDS climbers at the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.

Member’s of this year’s GGM Kilimanjaro Challenge Trust Against HIV/AIDS cycling team


