Simbachawene Launches Kili Challenge Campaign 2022

Guest of Honour, George Simbachawene, The Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s O ce
(Policy, Parliamentary and Coordination) speaking at GGM Kili Challenge launch.

A

noble cause. GGML leads this initiative by establishing
relationships and mobilizing key like minded partners to
raise funds, sponsor individual climbers, or donate for
this cause. Currently in its 20th year, there is an enormous
and life-changing difference in the communities and we
are looking forward to zero HIV and AIDS Tanzania in the
near future.”

Guest of Honour, George Simbachawene, The Minister of
State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Policy, Parliamentary
and Coordination), was joined by Kilimanjaro Regional
Commissioner Stephen Kagaigai, TACAIDS Executive
Director Dr. Leonard Maboko and other representatives.

“For our heroic determined climbers we say bravo to you
all! We highly commend you for deciding to undertake this
challenge for a good cause and for fulfilling your dreams.
You are set out to conquer the highest mountain in Africa,
Mt. Kilimanjaro, not for fun but as a way demonstrate
your solidarity with the rest of Tanzania and the World
in responding to the challenge of HIV and AIDS, and in
particular your devotion sends a message of care and
love for those affected in one way or another by HIV and
AIDS as well as reaffirming our duty and commitment
to fight HIV and AIDS in Tanzania. In reality HIV and
AIDS affect us all; it affects humanity in its entirety.” He
continued to say, “I would like to urge anyone who would
like to join us to visit www.ggmkilichallenge.com and see
how they can be part of this great initiative.”

At the launch event on the 14th July, AngloGold Ashanti
Vice President of Sustainability for Ghana and Tanzania,
Mr. Simon Shayo welcoming the attending trustees,
beneficiaries, supporters, climbers and cyclists, said
“More than 700 people from different parts of the
world have participated to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro for
the Kilimanjaro Challenge initiative. Speaking in regard
to the flag-off ceremony he said “GGML is proud to be
part of this initiative where various companies which
are working locally join forces and participate in this
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fter an enforced two year hiatus, the GGM Kili
Challenge Against HIV and AIDS made its highly
anticipated comeback. On the eve of the traditional Flag
Off at Machame gate, Weruweru River Lodge Hotel in
Hai District hosted the official launch with some of the
key beneficiaries in attendance including representatives
from Moyo wa Huruma.

Executive Director of TACAIDS, Dr. Leonard Maboko speaking at the 2022 GGM Kili Challenge launch.

George Simbachawene, Minister of State in the
Prime Minister’s Office (Policy, Parliamentary and
Coordination), congratulated the GGM for launching the
campaign, saying it supported government’s efforts to
raise awareness on the HIV/AIDS pandemic and national
initiatives towards zero new infections, zero stigma
incidences and zero mother-to-child infections. Minister
George Simbachawene, who officiated the Flag off
ceremony at Machame Gate the following day, on 15th
July, praised the commitment of all the participants who
had taken up this year’s challenge, and proudly joined
them as they gave their synonymous rallying cries, “Kili
Challenge, all the way to the top! We are the champions!”
with the climbers and “Kili Team....Huhaaaaaa!” with the
cyclists.
The GGM Kili Challenge, the 7-day event that has become
a traditional part of the corporate calendar, brings
together many local and international organisations to
support the fight against HIV/AIDS in Tanzania. This
year there are a total of 52 participants, with 24 climbers
summiting and 28 cyclists circling the base of Africa’s
highest peak.
AngloGold Ashanti - Geita Gold Mining Limited’s Senior
Manager of Partnerships and GGM Kili Trust Manager
added, “We also call on individuals, organisations and
other companies to follow the example of Geita Gold
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Mining Limited and devote more of their resources to
the fight against AIDS in the country. I would also like
to acknowledge the organisations and companies that
despite the challenges they have gone through during
the two years of the COVID -19 epidemic, have still
been able to contribute to our fund for this year. These
include: SGA, Prime Fuels, Blue Coast, Dolphin, Coastal
Aviation, Asante Tours, GGML, Tanzania Coffee Board,
TAWREF, Kilimanjaro Regional Commissioner’s Office
and Moshi District Council.”
Executive Director of TACAIDS, Dr. Leonard Maboko has
said that despite the success achieved, AIDS is still a
problem in the country. He said that statistics show an
increase in new HIV infections, especially for special
groups that are at high risk of infection. Until the year
2020, the number of Tanzanians living with the AIDS
virus in the country has reached 1,700,000 people
and new infections per year are 68,000 people.
“The groups most at risk of contracting HIV infection are
young people, drug users, sex workers, long-distance
truck drivers, farm workers, fishermen and mine workers.
These vulnerable groups need specific strategies to
prevent new HIV infections for them and for society in
general,” said Dr. Maboko.

Vice President of Sustainability for Ghana and Tanzania, Mr. Simon Shayo speaking at the 2022 GGM Kili Challenge launch.

Through the GGM Kilimanjaro challenge campaign, various institutions have benefited by getting funds to implement
HIV and AIDS response activities in the country. For example, in 2020 the Kilimanjaro Challenge Fund gave 800 million
Tanzanian cash to 20 non-governmental institutions.
These organisations have implemented various projects aimed at young people, people living with the AIDS virus,
orphans and vulnerable children, and society in general. More than 1,000 people have benefited from the funds.
“The government will continue to be at the forefront to ensure that the interventions implemented in response to HIV/
AIDS are productive for various groups in society,” Minister Simbachawene said.

The 2022 GGM Kili Challenge team arrive at Kilimanjaro International Airport.
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