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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa has said that the President Samia Suluhu Hassan-led government recognises the 
contribution of women engineers in the country, so they should prepare themselves for various opportunities and 

jobs that will come from the large-scale infrastructure being built by the government.

Majaliwa made the remarks recently in Dar es Salaam on 29th July at the 7th Tanzania Women Engineers Convention 
and Exhibition (TAWECE) organised by the Institution of Engineers Tanzania - Women Chapter and sponsored by 
AngloGold Ashanti - Geita Gold Mining Limited as the main sponsor.

Speaking at the conference, which this year was themed “Employability, Leadership and Innovation for Female 
Engineers in Tanzania”, Majaliwa said, “To date, there are a total of 30,921 engineers in Tanzania. Of these only 3,912 
are women, which is equivalent to 12 percent. The government has decided to establish science and technology 
schools for girls in all regions to increase the number of women in engineering.”

He added that the government is building a host of infrastructure projects for the Tanzanian population therefore women 
engineers ought to prepare themselves because there are plenty of opportunities and the doors for employment are 
open.

“Women are capable and women engineers can achieve even more! I had the opportunity to visit the Tanzanite Bridge 
and the engineer who provided the project briefing from start to finish was a woman. In the capital Dodoma, the 
engineer in charge of the construction of the Tanzania Building Agency (TBA) led Government project is a woman. 
There are many more examples,” he said.
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He congratulated the women engineers for the construction of Kisarawe Secondary School and pointed out that the 
number of female engineers could still be improved, hence more efforts need to be made to encourage more girls to 
study science.

The Deputy Minister of Construction and Transport, Engineer Godfrey Kasekenya, told participants at the convention 
that the number of women in engineering will increase and improve if women engineers continue to work together to 
encourage their female counterparts to opt for a career in engineering.

Speaking during the convention, the chairperson of the Institution of Engineers Tanzania, Women Chapter: Eng. 
Upendo Haule, said women are smart and thoughtful leaders if given the opportunity. “We are asking the government 
to continue giving opportunities to women engineers so that they can represent Tanzania well,” she requested.

Some women engineers from different departments of AngloGold Ashanti - Geita Gold Mining Limited also attended 
the convention. Ms Zuhura Khamis, a software engineer with the company who attended the event at the Julius 
Nyerere International Conference Centre, said it was a pleasure to meet so many talented women engineers.

Ms Khamis mentioned that her love for mathematics, problem solving and inspiration from her primary school 
mathematics teacher formed the basis of her career as a software engineer.

Speaking about the next generation of female engineers, Ms Khamis said, “If you have goals, it is possible... Girls 
should not be afraid to become engineers, it is possible”.

At the conference, the Prime Minister presented a certificate of appreciation to AngloGold Ashanti’s Vice President for 
Sustainability in Tanzania and Ghana, Simon Shayo, and congratulated the company on its efforts to promote women 
engineers in Tanzania, and for their contribution as the main sponsor of the convention.

Simon Shayo, Vice President Sustainability for AngloGold Ashanti in Tanzania and Ghana
with some of the participating GGML women engineers.


